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Message from Managing Director, Ewan Morris 

Greenhouse gas emissions from the transport sector make up 
about 20 percent of New Zealand’s total greenhouse gas 
emissions each year and are also the most rapidly increasing 
source of emissions. Modelling contained in the New Zealand 
Interim Climate Change Committee report shows that accelerated 
electrification of transport could significantly reduce transport 
emissions by 2035. As well as reducing emissions, electrification 
of transport will deliver additional benefits such as improved air 
quality and health benefits. 

ABB plays a central role in the entire e-mobility value chain.  
From providing a wide-range of robots to vehicle OEMs for the 
assembly lines manufacturing the latest EVs, to the generation, 
distribution and protection of renewable energy; to electric 
vehicle charging technology, ABB is at the forefront in driving  
the e-mobility evolution. 

Shifting from fossil fuel to electric is not just a question of replacing 
one power source by another, but involves creating an entire new 
infrastructure, from the management of energy sources down to 
the physical charger.

Electrification goes beyond cars, and ABB has been pioneering 
technology for a wide range of applications since the early days. 
Increasing electrification is shaping a number of businesses in 
various operations, which we had an opportunity to discuss  
and learn more about during the last ABB Technology Summit –  
as you will read in this issue of source. You will also read about  
our partnerships with Formula E, Audi and other channel partners 
which help support the future of electric mobility, smarter homes 
and buildings globally and all over New Zealand. 
 
These are exciting times and we continue to look forward to 
finding more ways to support our customers in pursuing their 
sustainable future journeys.

Regards
Ewan
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—
ABB showcases leading digital 
technologies and solutions at  
the ABB Technology Summit 2019

Held at the SkyCity Convention Centre, the full day event 
showcased leading digital solutions and technologies that 
help companies increase productivity, improve performance 
and reduce costs. 

In his presentation at the event, ABB Managing Director 
Ewan Morris discussed how digitalisation and disruptive 
technologies drive innovation and create opportunities for 
new value creation, and how ABB is evolving and investing  
in digital technologies to help customers during a time of 
massive technological change. 

“In a time of unprecedented technological change and 
digitalisation, ABB is shaping its business to focus on  
digital industries to support its customers”, Ewan said. 

ABB is a leader in industrial digitalisation with its innovative 
offering of digital solutions and services, ABB Ability™, 
helping customers realise the tremendous productivity  
and performance improvements that digitalisation delivers.
International speaker and BOMA New Zealand CEO Kaila 
Colbin’s keynote presentation gave insight on exponential 
technologies and discussed innovative ways by which 
organisations may better adapt to the impacts and dynamic 
changes that these bring.

"Disruptive technologies affect every aspect of our lives, from 
the economy to government to education to health care and 
beyond. But the disruptions coming our way go well beyond 
technology. We're also experiencing geopolitical change, 
economic change, social change, climate change. And all  
of these vectors of change are converging to create a future 
that is highly uncertain and ambiguous. We cannot respond 
to these dramatic changes using yesterday's thinking",  
Kaila challenged delegates at the event.

ABB also hosted an expert panel segment, chaired by Ewan, 
which included a dynamic discussion and audience Q&A 
around the opportunities and challenges that adoption of 
digital technologies brings. The panel included Robert Blache 
from Callaghan Innovation, Paul Blue from WEL Networks, 
Andrew Fox from Aruba New Zealand, and Dean Sheed from 
Audi New Zealand.

Professionals from a variety of industry segments including electrical utilities, 
industrial and transport and infrastructure, gathered for ABB’s Technology Summit 
on 6th June in Auckland. 

—
ABB Managing Director Ewan Morris welcomes delegates at the ABB Technology Summit

—
Expert panellists across the transport, utilities and industry sectors engages  
the audience on the opportunities and challenges with digitalisation and  
disruptive technologies

—
CEO of Boma New Zealand Kaila Colbin challenged delegates on responding  
to disruptive technologies during her keynote presentation
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—
ABB Business Manager for Electrification Chris P. Thomas engages delegates on the 
latest evolution of electric vehicle (EV) charging technology

—
ABB Managing Director Ewan Morris (centre) presented ABB's donation to St John’s 
Fundraising Manager Kristin Cross (right) and Westpac Rescue Helicopter's  
Sponsorship Executive Toni Kane at the summit

ABB’s digital experts presented a wide range of papers  
and held live demonstrations on leading digital solutions 
and technologies including sophisticated autonomous and 
virtual reality technologies that enable unparalleled visibility 
and control over machines, plants and systems.

ABB’s latest pioneering technologies and new products, 
including high power electric vehicle charger with modular 
system charging powers available from 175 kW up to 350kW, 
were on display at the show.

Delegates were also given an opportunity to clock in the 
fastest race lap in the race car simulator for a prize during 
the event.

This year’s summit gave delegates a unique opportunity to 
connect with industry colleagues, and together learn about 
new and existing digital solutions and realise the potential 
for productivity and performance improvements across 
various sectors. 

—
Delegates connect with industry peers and together learn about new and existing digital 
solutions at the ABB Technology Summit
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—
ABB’s latest digital solutions and 
technologies were shown at the exhibit, 
where delegates were also provided 
opportunities to participate in interactive 
activities and live product demonstrations.
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—
ABB and Audi partner to support the future 
of sustainable transport in New Zealand

With New Zealand’s government having recently tabled a 
landmark bill for zero emissions by 2050, the announcement 
that ABB is to deliver its market-leading electric vehicle 
infrastructure to Audi New Zealand dealerships nationwide 
couldn’t be more timely. 

Available for use by drivers of the Audi e-tron, the brand’s 
first fully electric vehicle, ABB and Audi have collaborated  
on a roll out plan for both 50 kW and 175 kW ABB chargers.

To ensure a premium charging experience, Audi has chosen 
to go with the ABB Terra 54 charger as a base. This charger 
offers a 50kW DC charge at available grid connections at 
most dealerships and fits well with the normal use case  
of a dealership stop. A small number of Audi authorised 
dealerships across the country will be installing the ABB 
Terra HP high power charging units. These are 175kW DC 
chargers, enabling the Audi e-tron to be charged up to  
80 percent in less than 40 minutes.

“Being able to offer our customers world-class levels of 
charging capabilities is part of the premium customer 
support we have in place for our Audi e-tron customers,” 
said Dean Sheed, General Manager, Audi New Zealand.  
“We expect other brands to follow our lead thereby raising 
the charging capability for the country and keeping us at a 
world-class level.”

Pioneering technology leader ABB has teamed up with 
Audi to offer nationwide electric vehicle (EV) charging 
points, supporting the government's latest emission 
reduction targets.

The Audi e-tron has two electric motors with a total output 
of 300kW and 664Nm of torque and has a 0-100km/hr of  
5.7 seconds. It will cover over 400km on a single charge and 
is the first series production vehicle that can charge at fast 
charging stations with direct current (DC) at up to 150kW.  
It is also comfortable charging its 95kWh battery at home 
using normal 240 volt AC power in a “top up” scenario. 
Frank Muehlon, Managing Director for electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure at ABB added: “ABB is at the forefront of 
developing smart and sustainable technology for the future of 
transportation and we are delighted to be collaborating with 
Audi to bring this technology to New Zealand in support of its 
latest environmental commitments.”

On 6th June, hundreds of professionals from utilities, industry 
and transportation & infrastructure sectors gathered at the 
ABB Technology Summit held at SkyCity Convention Centre in 
Auckland where they got to view an exclusive preview of the all 
new Audi e-tron, ahead of its launch event later that evening. 
The full size SUV was hooked up to ABB’s Terra high-power 
charger, demonstrating the first-hand the coming together of 
two pioneering brands in e-mobility.

With over 10 years of expertise in the EV charging market, ABB 
is the perfect partner for Audi to jointly deliver on the future 
of e-mobility in New Zealand. ABB has currently sold more 
than 10,500 DC fast chargers across 73 countries worldwide.

ABB’s e-mobility leadership is also demonstrated by  
its partnership with Formula E, the world’s first fully  
electric international FIA motorsport series. The ABB FIA  
Formula E Championship series provides a platform to test  
e-mobility electrification and digitalisation technologies  
in competitive racing. Together, ABB and Formula E are 
ideally positioned to push the boundaries of e-mobility. 

Fortune Magazine recently ranked ABB #8 on its list of 
companies that are “changing the world” for the advances  
it has made in e-mobility and electric vehicle charging.

—
Dean Sheed, General Manager, Audi New Zealand (left) and Ewan Morris,  
Managing Director, ABB in New Zealand during the ABB Technology Summit  
held at SkyCity Convention Centre in Auckland (Photo credit: Audi New Zealand)
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—
ABB showcased latest sustainable  
e-mobility solutions at evworld NZ

ABB participated in the event’s expo at the ASB Showgrounds 
in Auckland to showcase its latest EV charging solutions 
with the recently launched, compact DC Wallbox and market 
leading Terra high power (HP) charger. Both products are 
designed to meet the increasing demands for sustainable 
e-mobility, supporting New Zealand’s goal to become 
carbon neutral by 2050.

The DC Wallbox was developed for offices, dealerships and 
public parking places, where it will provide direct current 
(DC) that offers a shorter charging time than a conventional 
alternating current (AC) device. With an output of 24 kilowatt 
(kW), it is compatible with all existing 500 V battery EVs,  
as well as the next generation of high-voltage vehicles. 
Depending on the vehicle, it can have drivers topped up and 
back on the road within 1 to 3 hours.

Connectivity is key to success in EV charging. Featuring  
ABB AbilityTM Connected Services, the DC Wallbox enables 
authentication, payment, monitoring, remote diagnostics 
and repair, as well as wireless updates and upgrades.

Held from 1st – 3rd August 2019, evworld NZ gathered 4,300 enthusiasts at the 
country’s largest combined electric vehicle (EV) industry and public expo to support 
the acceleration of EV uptake in New Zealand. The event featured a two-day industry 
conference to discuss important topics in support of enabling the transition to a low 
carbon transport system.

Debbie Vanderschyff, ABB’s Sales Specialist for EV charging, 
said: “The new DC Wallbox will support increased adoption 
of e-mobility by private vehicle owners and businesses alike. 
ABB's DC charging infrastructure offers reliable fast charging 
along with digital connectivity.”

ABB also showcased its Terra HP charger, hooked up to 
Audi’s newest full-size SUV e-tron, at the expo stand.  
ABB’s Terra 54 charger offers a 50 kW DC charge and fits 
well with the normal use of a dealership stop. As earlier 
announced, Audi will also install ABB Terra 175kW DC 
chargers, in selected Audi dealerships nationwide, which  
has the capacity to charge an Audi e-tron up to 80 percent  
in less than 40 minutes.

Both the DC Wallbox and Terra HP chargers are part of the 
ABB Ability portfolio of connected solutions, enabling 
authentication, integration with back offices and payment 
platforms, monitoring, remote diagnostics and repair, as 
well as cloud-based updates and upgrades. 
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—
ABB at EEA 2019 Conference & Exhibition

With over 10 years of experience in the 
EV charging market, ABB has currently 
sold more than 11,000 DC fast chargers 
across 76 countries worldwide. The DC 
Wallbox and Terra HP offering extends 
ABB’s comprehensive EV charging 
portfolio in New Zealand, which ranges 
from smart single-phase AC Wallbox 
for home charging to 350 kW high 
power charging for next generation 
EVs. ABB also offers various charging 
solutions for electric and hybrid buses, 
as well as electrification solutions for 
ships and railways. 

ABB’s e-mobility leadership is also 
demonstrated by its partnership  
with Formula E, the world’s first  
fully electric international FIA 
motorsport series. The ABB FIA 
Formula E Championship series 
provides a platform to test e-mobility 
electrification and digitalisation 
technologies in competitive racing. 
Together, ABB and Formula E are 
ideally positioned to push the 
boundaries of e-mobility.

ABB supported the 2019 EEA Conference, New Zealand’s 
largest technical power industry event. Held from 25 to 27 
June 2019 at SkyCity Convention Centre, Auckland, the 
conference gathered thousands of local and global thought 
leaders, innovators, engineering practitioners, regulators 
and leading technology companies.

This year’s papers and discussions centred on the ways 
engineering, new technology and market innovation are 
reshaping the global energy sector. These changes will also 
help enable New Zealand in its focus of delivering a low carbon 
economy, smart energy and enabling emerging technologies. 

As part of the discussions, Dr. Bhaba Das, ABB’s Digital 
Business Developer for Asia hub, Transformer business line 
presented on “TXpert: Digital Distribution Transformer for 
Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure” during the conference. 

ABB also showcased our various digital solutions and 
technologies at the trade exhibition, providing opportunities 
for delegates to learn about the benefits and opportunities 
from our products and services.

—
ABB New Zealand Managing Director Ewan Morris (left) and 
Electrification Business Sales Specialist Debbie van der Schyff  
at the ABB and Audi joint stand at evworld NZ

—
ABB’s race simulator at evworld NZ 2019  
(Photo credit: Audi New Zealand)

—
ABB’s chargers on display at the  
evworld expo stand  
(Photo credit: Audi New Zealand)



10 S O U RCE

—
Interview with Thomas Zurflüh

General Manager for Distribution Solutions, Electrification 
business (ELDS) in New Zealand

Thomas took on the role of General Manager for Distribution 
Solutions business line, Electrification business (ELDS) in 
New Zealand on 1st September 2019. Joining ABB in 2001 as 
a management trainee, he moved on to hold various senior 
technical and management positions across the company’s 
Electrification, Power Products and Power Grids businesses. 
Thomas was based in Zurich Switzerland as Global Marketing 
and Sales Manager for Distribution Solutions before coming 
to NZ to take on his current post.

Born in Bern, Switzerland Thomas holds a master’s degree  
in general management from University of St. Gallen, 
Switzerland and a bachelor’s in electrical engineering  
from Bern University, Switzerland. 

Thomas Zurflüh talks to Source about his new role, priorities and future plans  
for ABB’s distribution solutions business - and its wider role in helping create  
New Zealand’s sustainable future.
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Thomas, tell us about your new role and the business? 
"Globally, ELDS is delivering pioneering low- and medium-
voltage products, solutions and services, partnering with 
customers across the utility, industrial and commercial sectors. 

We help deliver smarter, safer, environmentally friendly and 
more reliable flow and distribution of electricity through  
our products, which include distribution automation, control 
and protection, medium- and low-voltage switchgears and 
modular systems and packaging. 

I’m excited to head the distribution solutions business for 
New Zealand, based out of our Henderson factory in Auckland. 
I'm managing the local team, with the factory serving as 
ABB's global manufacturing site for SafeLink 2 ring main  
unit (RMU) and Unipack compact substation (CSS) for  
New Zealand. We also perform assembly and customisation 
work at the factory for medium voltage (MV) primary 
switchgear and other products imported from global  
ABB factories”.

How do you see your industry progressing over the  
next decade? 
“Globally, there is a positive outlook of the electrification 
industry based on a number for growth trends, which are 
creating significant opportunities in the markets. I see the 
same trends for NZ, including a shift to even more renewable 
generation in New Zealand, a steady population growth and 
increased urbanisation in some regions. This drives demand 
for sustainable transportation, buildings and the supporting 
electricity infrastructure over the medium- to long-term. 
There are requirements as well for digital solutions for power 
distribution grid operators whom we support to introduce 
automation solutions to meet increasing requirements for 
higher quality, efficient and reliable grids in the coming years. 

What trends do you see will impact your business most  
and can you share your strategies/plans for the future? 
“There will be increased electric energy demand and a move 
towards safer, smarter and sustainable electrification. This will 
include a shift towards renewable electricity generation to 
power more trains, buses and cars in the future, and support 
the energy requirements of a growing data centre industry  
and create a demand for energy storage applications. 

We already enable these applications today and continue  
to invest in our technology and manufacturing presence in 
New Zealand, to combine decades of experience in switchgear 
with the latest digital automation technologies. This will 
allow us to stay on the forefront of primary and secondary 
switchgear solutions. 

I believe ABB is well placed to expand its technology base, 
product, solutions and services to support our customers' 
challenges and development needs”

What specific goals will you and your team work toward? 
“Our team wants to take charge – this drives our purpose 
and goals to be a reliable and innovative partner of choice for 
our customers and ensure a safe and sustainable workplace.

We engage directly with customers and partners to 
understand requirements and jointly develop solutions  
to help address them better. Our strong digital and 
technological ability enable us to provide switchgear 
solutions that help our customers respond to tomorrow’s 
changing digital requirements.” 

Can you tell us more about the Henderson Distribution 
Solutions factory?
“For over 30 years, ABB’s Henderson factory has been 
manufacturing proven secondary distribution switchgear 
solutions and is a core asset supplier to several major 
utilities worldwide. Expanding the SafeLink portfolio,  
we are manufacturing SafeLink 2 today and its automation 
solutions in Henderson.

We also manufacture UNIPACK compact substations (CSS) 
for the New Zealand market, comprising of 250 to 1000 kVA 
power levels, which is also available with digital  
automation features.

We continue to invest in our technology and product base, 
and work on our manufacturing capabilities to meet  
future demands.”

What do you look forward to while in your post? 
“My team's first priority is to operate all our activities in a 
safe way. This enables us to sustainably focus on the quality 
and deliveries required to meet our customers' demands.  
I am proud to join a strong team in New Zealand, where 
colleagues individually and jointly take charge, collaborating 
and working together to overcome challenges and support 
customers in their journey.

On a personal level, I’m glad to be here in NZ as a new  
home with my family. Settling down during our few weeks 
here in Auckland, we’ve had a first glimpse of the country’s 
natural beauty and diverse cultural offering. And I personally 
look forward to experience more and immerse into the  
kiwi lifestyle.”
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—
ABB Formula E revs  
up for Season 6

This week’s pre-season testing of the advanced electric race 
cars taking place in Valencia, Spain, marks the opening of 
the ABB FIA Formula E Championship Season 6. In its third 
year as title partner, ABB will be showcasing at race venues 
worldwide its innovative products and services that pave 
the way for emobility and smart cities.

The 14-race calendar begins with back-to-back races in 
Saudi Arabia on November 22-23 and concludes in London  
in July 2020. Two new capital city venues have been added 
with Jakarta, Indonesia and Seoul, South Korea. In addition, 
the two iconic car manufacturers Porsche and Mercedes  
will be part of the 22-team line up.

ABB plays a central role in the whole value chain of e-mobility. 
This starts with a wide-range of robots on the assembly  
lines to the distribution of power from renewable resources. 
In addition, ABB is active in battery storage systems, supported 
by a digital energy management system. Finally, as the market 
leader in fast charging technology, ABB is essential in driving 
the e-mobility evolution.

Showcasing the 
future of e-mobility 
and smart cities 
globally.
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For example, ABB supplies high power DC fast charging 
stations able to deliver enough energy for a 100 km of range in 
just 4 minutes through partners like Electrify America, IONITY, 
Fastned and many more.

ABB already offers a broad range of solutions to manage the 
energy efficiency of buildings through various products that 
control the energy storage, distribution and management, via 
its free@home offering. ABB has some 5 million components 
of smart home solutions such as control panels, sensors and 
software installed in over 40 countries worldwide.

In the field of transportation, ABB offers solutions from grid 
distribution to charging points for cars, buses and trucks,  
as well as for the electrification of ships, railways, trams and 
cable cars. With 11,000 ABB DC fast chargers sold across 76 
countries worldwide, it is the technology leader in this field.

ABB will continue as the official charging partner of the 
Jaguar I-PACE eTROPHY, the supporting-race series of ABB 
Formula E. ABB Terra 53 DC chargers power the I-PACE SUV 
race cars throughout the race weekend.

For track-side news and images from the Valencia test, 
please follow @abbgroupnews on Twitter; ABB on LinkedIn; 
‘abbgroup’ on Instagram and on our Facebook page.
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In line with ABB’s continuing focus on customers, its 
Electrification business (EL) signed a third-party channel 
agreement with Engineering Computer Services (ECS)  
to provide low-voltage products for the OEM market in  
New Zealand. 

Established in 1983, ECS is a New Zealand based family owned 
business spanning two generations, which has evolved from 
being a manufacturing company to a leading supplier of 
electrical and automation products.

Starting out more than 30 years ago with the design and 
manufacture of automated equipment for the dairy and 
construction industries, ECS has built a reputation for 
outstanding service and product delivery associated with  
some of the world’s leading manufacturers. Its sales team 
consists of electricians and automation engineers, which 
means they offer knowledge and expert assistance to ensure 
the customer gets the best solutions to solve their problems. 

“Our partnership with ABB is a perfect fit with our company 
philosophy of offering highest quality and latest product 
innovations. This new cooperation will strongly complement 
our current offering of market leading brands,” said  
Terry Rayner Managing Director of ECS. 

ECS will offer products from ABB’s low-voltage portfolio 
primarily around the industrial control space consisting  
of contractors, overloads, miniature circuit breakers (MCBs)  
and safety equipment to OEMS; as well as industrial end 
users via their customer base and online platforms. 

ABB was a proud award sponsor at this year’s Deloitte Energy 
Excellence awards, held at the Cordis in Auckland in August. 

ABB congratulates First Gas general manager commercial and 
regulation Ben Gerritsen who received this year’s ABB Young 
Energy Professional of the Year. 

Around 650 guests from across industry, consulting and 
community groups joined the event to celebrate excellence  
in the sector, as the industry’s centrepiece event celebrated 
its 10th year. 

Influencers from both the energy and political sectors 
attended the event, including Minister of Energy and 
Resources Megan Woods, Minister for Regional  
Economic Development Shane Jones, National Party  
energy and resources spokesperson Jonathan Young,  
and New Plymouth District Mayor Neil Holdom.

—
ABB signs agreement with Engineering Computer 
Services as distribution channel partner

—
Deloitte Energy Excellence Awards 2019

—
ABB’s EL Local Sales and Marketing Manager Chris Thomas (left) and ECS’s Managing 
Director Terry Rayner formalise channel partnership for low voltage products. 

—
Blackyard Consulting Senior Consultant Carmen Blackler (left) and Managing 
Director of ABB New Zealand Ewan Morris (right) presented the Young Energy 
Professional of the Year award to First Gas General Manager for Commercial  
and Regulation Ben Gerritsen during the awards night.

“The partnership highlights the power of collaboration in 
providing strong support for the market and ABB’s customers,” 
said Chris Thomas, Local Sales and Marketing Manager for EL 
in New Zealand. “ABB’s partnership with ECS demonstrates a 
winning combination of extensive product portfolio and 
technical expertise, providing detailed knowledge of industries 
and applications, and local market presence.”

Through the channel partnership, ABB aims to broaden 
customers’ access to the extensive range of EL products. 
The distributor channels are very important to ABB and 
having ECS as a strategic channel partner with local market 
knowledge will help provide insights into market trends  
and customer demands for our products in New Zealand. 
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Celebrating 21 years, the Big Boys Toys event held from 
November 1-3 featured the Audi e-tron in pride of place  
at Electric Avenue displayed alongside the ABB chargers  
at site 3040 in the top half of the Driven Hall.

ABB New Zealand and Audi New Zealand have partnered  
on charging for the e-tron, Audi choosing the ABB Terra  
54 charger as a base, offering a 50kW DC charger delivering  
the EV 400km of range to its 95kWh battery in two hours.

Some Audi dealerships are also installing the ABB Terra High 
Power charging unit (HPC), the 175kW DC chargers able to 
top up the e-tron to 80% within 40 minutes. It’s the first fully 
electric vehicle from Audi to utilise this charging infrastructure 
and can also be charged at home using normal 240-volt AC 
power to top up. With two electric motors and a total output 
of 300kW and 664Nm of torque, the e-tron can get to 
100km/h in 5.7 seconds. All 10 Audi dealers will have 50kW 
chargers installed by the end of November, Audi New Zealand 
general manager Dean Sheed says, adding that’s a country 
first for any brand. 

“Additionally, Archibald Audi in Christchurch and Giltrap 
Audi in Auckland will have 175kW HPC units installed before 
year end, setting a new benchmark nationally,” Sheed says. 

“In early 2020 Farmer Audi in Tauranga will have an additional 
175kW HPC unit installed as well. “From our knowledge this 
also leads HPC units by any company nationally.” 

Two other sites are doing business plans for the upgrades. 
“It’s all part of providing a premium service to our customers 
and the public alike and setting our businesses up for future 
models that can take HPC units.”

Electric Ave saw demonstrations of products and trends  
in EVs, e-bikes, e-scooters and more and was co-ordinated 
in conjunction with ChargeNet NZ. Big Boys Toys event 
director Dean Wilson says electrics have an exciting future 
and are becoming a bigger part of the show’s mix, with EVs 
like the e-tron expected to prove a popular attraction.

For the first time, Big Boys Toys also had the Electrifying 
Conversations Conference on November 1.

Dee West’s new podcast of the same name covered the 
whole picture of sustainability and energy independence  
in New Zealand, as well as new zero-emission technology 
advances from around the world. 

—
Audi e-tron and ABB chargers feature at 
Big Boys Toys 2019 Original article by Geoff Dobson, reprinted from EVt talk

Keynote speakers included Philippe Vangeel, the European 
Association for Electromobililty (AVERE) secretary general 
who talked about the European EV market and transportation 
switch, electric motor-cycle land speed record setter  
Eva Hakansson, Kiwi tech entrepreneur and Xero founder 
Rod Drury, and electrical engineer and Dynami chief executive 
officer Sergio Baron discussing battery technology. 

Following immediately on from the conference, a convoy of 
about 20 EVs will hit the road with invited guests covering 
more than 1000km from November 3-8. About 50 people  
are expected on the road trip from Auckland to Wellington, 
including stops along the way for EV rides and drives, a 
journey down the Forgotten Highway and more. 

About The Author

Geoff Dobson
Geoff Dobson is an 'old-school journo' thriving in a 
world of new technology. With 40-years of journalism 
experience already behind him, Geoff joined Auto 
Media Group three years ago to lead its EVtalk titles. 

A keen cyclist, he puts his Auckland commute to  
good use testing ebikes and scooters along the  
North Western cycleway.
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—
ABB hosted channel partner and customers’ meetings 
at newly opened Grafton customer showroom 

ABB’s Electrification Smart Power (ELSP) team welcomed channel partner Electrical 
Supply Corp (ESC) and their customers to the newly opened customer showroom at 
ABB’s Grafton office in Auckland in late August 2019. ESC has been ABB’s ‘Preferred 
Distributor’ for low voltage products to the electrical wholesale industry in New Zealand 
since 1st October, 2015.

Supporting ESC’s initiatives to grow the business and 
enhance customer experience, ABB provided a venue for  
ESC to meet with wholesalers, engineers, architects and 
specifiers and present ABB’s electrification products.

Holding meetings on 22nd and 26th August, ESC presented 
ABB's new range of Li-Ion Emergency Lighting portfolio  
and EV charging solutions and held training for engineering 
consultants and architects from Construction Marketing 
Services (CMS) and SpecAssist at ABB's customer 
showroom, respectively. 

“We needed a common space near the central city with 
facilities to promote the new range and where we could  
look after our clients with food and drinks. With large 
screens to present information, space to look and touch  
the samples and facilities to serve lunch, ABB’s customer 
showroom was the perfect environment in all aspects”, 
Stephen Collard, Product Specialist – Emergency Lighting, 
ESC said.

ABB Ability™, ABB’s unified, cross-industry digital offering, 
is a central part of the technology on show at the customer 
showroom – alongside connected products and systems 
that include displays highlighting industrial automation, 
microgrids and asset management.

The flexible space utilises ABB’s intelligent building and 
electrical distribution and energy management technology, 
notably KNX, and smart home features including Free at 
Home, the Welcome 8 door entry system, AC wallbox charger 
for electric vehicles and a React for Solar.

If you are interested in visiting the showroom,  
please get in touch with your ABB contact or email  
contact.centre@nz.abb.com with ‘Grafton showroom’  
in the subject line.

—
ABB hosted ESC's training session with CMS engineering consultants and architects 
on ABB's new Economy range of emergency lighting, EV charging solutions,  
Free@Home automation and door entry solutions.

—
Electrification team's Gerald Whitehouse (left) shows ESC's customers ABB's new 
range of emergency lighting products.
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—
Industrial Automation's Internal Sales Engineer Dinesh Prakash explains Aquamaster4 benefits to a participant at the Water Expo. 

Water reforms and the long term water sustainability were 
the key focus at event, with the conference formally opened 
by the Minister for the Environment, Hon David Parker.  
Over the past years, international speakers have presented 
technical papers at the event.

With over 50 years of experience in water, ABB presented 
their measurement and analytics portfolio for water and 
wastewater. Highlighted as part of the ABB AbilityTM 
offering, ABB’s AquaMaster 4 electromagnetic flowmeter 
was presented in the stand. ABB’s newest meter for water 
distribution network and revenue metering applications, 
AquaMaster 4 is a perfect fit for water supply and leak 
monitoring in district or zonal metering areas, as well as 
survey and flow investigation.

“We are proud to highlight AquaMaster 4’s benefits, 
including accurate revenue metering, even under very low 
flow conditions. It is designed to communicate with other 
distribution equipment via common protocols. Since the 
electromagnetic flowmeters have no moving parts, 
AquaMaster 4 is able to retain high accuracy rates 
throughout their lifetime”, Dinesh Prakash, Internal Sales 
Engineer for Measurement & Analytics, Process Industries, 
Industrial Automation (IAPI) said. 

—
IAPI Sales and Applications Engineer Rob Edgar (right background), IAPI Sales Engineer 
Bruce Woodman and Motors and Generators National Sales Manager Brian Walsh 
(foreground) engage with delegates at the expo. 

—
ABB’s latest water solutions displayed at 2019 Water 
New Zealand Conference & Expo 

ABB showcased latest water technologies and solutions to thousands of visitors  
at The Water New Zealand Conference & Expo event at Claudelands, Hamilton from  
18-20 September 2019.

As a world leader in process automation technology, ABB’s 
deep domain expertise, worldwide experience and end-to-end 
solutions make the company a leading supplier of flow 
measurement products.
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—
Humans and robots working side by side 
in the hospital of the future
With the world’s population rapidly aging and a growing worldwide shortage  
of medical staff, the healthcare sector is facing significant challenges. ABB has  
opened its first global healthcare research hub on the Texas Medical Center campus, 
the world’s largest medical city, and showcased a number of concept technologies 
designed to assist medical and laboratory staff with laboratory and logistics tasks  
in hospitals.
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Each year, 10 million patients are treated in the Texas Medical 
Center (TMC) in Houston including 750,000 visits to the 
emergency room, more than 180,000 surgeries are performed 
and over 25,000 babies delivered. This overwhelming number 
of patients and treatments requires the highest level of 
efficiency and speed from the TMC’s employees, without 
compromising the accuracy of laboratory work. As the home 
of over 60 institutions including the world’s largest children 
hospital and the world’s largest cancer hospital it also requires 
a high level of cross-institutional collaboration. All of this 
makes the TMC the ideal partner to house ABB’s first global 
healthcare research hub, where ABB will develop robots  
that are able to carry out repetitive, delicate and mundane 
processes, leaving highly skilled medical and laboratory staff 
free to undertake more valuable roles and ultimately treat 
more patients.

ABB’s new healthcare research hub, housed at the TMC 
Innovation Institute, is a state-of-the-art hub with an area  
of 5,300 sq ft (500m2) that fosters collaboration of medicine 
and cutting-edge technology, connecting start-ups with 
pioneers in academia and leading technology companies  
in order to accelerate the development and prototyping of 
breakthrough medical technology. At TMC, ABB will develop 
non-surgical medical robotics systems, designed to assist 
the medical and laboratory staff and with the potential to 
undertake a wide range of laboratory and logistics activities 
in hospital. Potentially, these systems could reduce the 
number of manual procedures performed by medical staff, 
improve the accuracy of laboratory work and enhance 
patient satisfaction and ultimately patient safety

An example of a concept technology showcased at ABB’s 
healthcare research hub is ABB’s mobile dual-arm YuMi®  
that will be able sense and navigate its way around its 
human co-workers autonomously, while learning to find 
different routes from one location to another. 

Repetitive and time-consuming activities that could potentially 
be handled by the mobile YuMi® include the preparation of 
medicines, loading and unloading centrifuges, pipetting and 
handling liquids and picking up and sorting test tubes. 
Other technologies showcased by ABB at the healthcare 
research hub include an IRB 1200 robot that could execute 
liquid transfers in a pipetting application. All are common 
medical laboratory tasks that robotic automation may be 
able to support by combining consistent performance with  
a level of flexibility and continuous operation that could 
increase throughput and quality while minimising costs. 

Additionally, the mobile YuMi®could also be used in hospitals 
for a wide variety of logistics roles. YuMi® may be able to 
dispense medicines, transport them to where they are needed 
in hospitals, bring medical supplies to hospital staff and  
bed linen direct to patients’ bedrooms. 

ABB and the Texas Medical Center are at the forefront of life 
sciences innovation now poised to bring the power of 
robotics and automation to medicine. An analysis conducted 
by ABB shows that repetitive tasks could be completed up  
to 50 per cent faster with automation compared to current 
manual processes, with the added benefit that robots can 
work 24 hours a day. The global market for robotic automation 
is estimated to grow significantly, reaching nearly 60,000 
non-surgical medical robots by 2025, a fourfold increase 
from 2018.



— 
 Smarter Mobility  
 Holistic charging 

 infrastructure solutions

They say that EV charging infrastructures are the ‘fuel station of the future’. 
With its future-proof charging technology and unrivalled connectivity, ABB 

wants to ensure that the affordable, long-range electric vehicles of tomorrow 
are fully supported by reliable infrastructures today. ABB charging points and 

fast-charging stations will be the fuel of electric cars, electric buses and other 
passenger service vehicles.

...as well as a  
charging station.

Everywhere  
can be a work  
station...


